Argyle Bridge Children’s Nursery
1140 Hours of Early Learning and Childcare Policy

The Scottish Government has increased the early learning and childcare (ELCC) entitlement available to all 3 and 4 year olds, and eligible 2 year olds to 1140 hours per annum. This is supported by ‘The National Standard for Early Learning and Childcare Funding follows the Child' which ensures that the funded early learning and childcare (ELC) entitlement is delivered in high quality settings. The national standard sets out what children and families should expect from their ELC experience regardless of where they access their child’s funded hours. All ELC providers are required to demonstrate that they meet the national standard before they can access funding to deliver the funded hours, whether they are in the public, private or third sectors or are childminders. Local authorities are responsible for assessing and monitoring compliance with the national standard in all funded providers.

Argyle Bridge Children’s Nursery is a funded provider that works in partnership with East Lothian Council and we offer the 1140 funded hours at both our Bridge Street and Haddington Road settings. We will allocate funded spaces in a way that will ensure the continued sustainability of the settings.

The offer for 3 & 4 year olds.
3 & 4 year old children eligible to receive 1140 hours of funding can access their full funding entitlement or part of their funding entitlement at Argyle Bridge Ltd.
Argyle Bridge Ltd have two options of ways to take the funding entitlement;
· Option 1 – 22.8 hours over 50 weeks.
· Option 2 – Blended with other funded provider.

Eligibility Dates for 3 & 4 year olds.
Your child's eligibility to begin their early learning and childcare entitlement depends on their birthday. If your child's third birthday falls between:
	Child’s third birthday falls between …
	Entitlement begins …

	1 March to the end of September,
	in August or shortly after your child's third birthday.

	1 October to 31 December,
	in January.

	1 January and 28 February
	after Easter break.



Additional Hours 
There will be an hourly rate in place for additional hours this is currently £8.50 p/hr. These prices are reviewed annually increasing from 1st April. In exceptional circumstances, as defined by the Directors of Argyle Bridge Ltd, there may be occasions where fees need to be reviewed within any twelve-month period with a view for a further increase. If this was to occur, then fee payers would be afforded 30 days’ notice.  It is a requirement to pay nursery fees in advance. 
How we will offer the hours at Argyle Bridge
At Argyle Bridge Ltd you will be required to register your interest in using your funding entitlement a minimum of 3 months before the date your child is due to start their funded provision.
When funding is allocated there can be no changes made between each term to the funded hours. Changes to children’s pattern of attendance or days will only be taken into consideration prior to paperwork being submitted for each new term, changes to attendance still require a 4 week notice period.

	Days Attended per week
	Pattern of hours
	Additional Information

	2 days
	7.30-5.30 x 2
	If only attending 2 days you will only be using 20 hours of your funding entitlement each week.

	2 days and a floating session.
	7.30-5.30 x 2 + floating sessions throughout the term to fulfil your full entitlement. 
	The floating session would depend on the availability within the nursery. 
The nursery would confirm the dates of the floating session in advance of each term beginning and these would not be able to be swapped.
The timings of the floating sessions would be calculated to ensure that you receive the full funding entitlement.

	3 days, 4 days, 5 days
	7.30-5.30 x2 +2hrs 48 mins on another session which would be 7.30-10.18am.
	This allocation is only for families who are taking up more days than covered solely by funding.






The offer for eligible 2 year olds
Some 2 year old children are eligible to receive 1140 hours of funding and they can access their full funding entitlement or part of their funding entitlement at Argyle Bridge Ltd.
To check if your child is eligible you can use the link below which outlines the criteria and provides a form for you to apply to East Lothian Council to begin to receive eligible 2 years funding. 
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/12184/early_learning_and_childcare/11 

Eligibility Dates for 2 year olds
Your child's eligibility to begin their early learning and childcare entitlement depends on their birthday. If your child's second birthday falls between:
	Child's second birthday falls between …
	Entitlement Begins …

	1 March and 30 September
	in August or after your child's second birthday

	1 October and 31 December
	in January

	1 January and 28 February
	after Easter break




Additional Hours 
There will be an hourly rate in place for additional hours this is currently £8.50p/hr. These prices are reviewed annually increasing from 1st April. In exceptional circumstances, as defined by the Directors of Argyle Bridge Ltd, there may be occasions where fees need to be reviewed within any twelve-month period with a view for a further increase. If this was to occur, then fee payers would be afforded 30 days’ notice.  It is a requirement to pay nursery fees in advance. 
How we will offer the hours at Argyle Bridge
At Argyle Bridge Ltd you will be required to register your interest in using your funding entitlement once you receive confirmation from East Lothian Council that your child meets the criteria and will be entitled to funding.
When funding is allocated there can be no changes made between each term to the funded hours. Changes to children’s pattern of attendance or days will only be taken into consideration prior to paperwork being submitted for each new term, changes to attendance still require a 4 week notice period.

	Days Attended per week
	Pattern of hours
	Additional Information

	2 days
	7.30-5.30 x 2
	If only attending 2 days you will only be using 20 hours of your funding entitlement each week.

	2 days and a floating session.
	7.30-5.30 x 2 + floating sessions throughout the term to fulfil your full entitlement. 
	The floating session would depend on the availability within the nursery. 
The nursery would confirm the dates of the floating session in advance of each term beginning and these would not be able to be swapped.
The timings of the floating sessions would be calculated to ensure that you receive the full funding entitlement.

	3 days, 4 days, 5 days
	7.30-5.30 x2 +2hrs 48 mins on another session.
	This allocation is only for families who are taking up more days than covered solely by funding.




